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as well as identify strategic goals that are closely aligned with ATC’s  new  Strategic Plan. Both of these 
reports will be distributed to partners in early 2015. 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
 
Several sections of the AT have already been included in historic districts or been determined eligible for 
the National Register in eight of the fourteen states through which the Trail traverses. A formal listing for 
the entire Trail was sought to provide greater protection without adding any additional burden to managers 
and volunteers. This process began in 2012 with the Multiple Property Nomination for the historic 
resources associated with the Trail including themes, trends, and patterns of history shared by the 
significant properties within the AT corridor. This document proved to be more complex than expected 
and has been delayed. Working with the project contractor, in consultation with the NPS’  Northeast  
Regional Office, we hope to have it ready for review in November. Complementing this process are 
specific state listings with programmatic agreements, with MA and PA planned for 2015.  
 
Budget  
 
The Federal Government is operating under a Continuing Resolution (CR) through December 11, 2014.  
The CR provides for funding at the FY 2014 Enacted level, less a small across the board reduction of 
.0554%.  
 
Staffing 
 
The Field Ranger, Environmental Protection Specialist, and Facility Manager positions will be filled 
permanently in FY2015.  Currently two of the positions are filled with temporary detail appointments:  

x Missy Morrison, Environmental Protection Specialist, NPS Northeast Region, is assisting us 
through October 25, 2014. 

x Keith Stegall, Trails Supervisor, Golden Gate NRA, is serving as Facility Manager through 
January 17, 2015. 

 
Interpretation, Education & Volunteerism 
 
With limited funds in 2014, NPS and ATC staff along with the community outreach committee of the 
Stewardship Council, designed two new effective models to continue to engage students in place-based 
service learning activities on the Trail. A Summer Institute was held for TTEC alumni and AT Community 
leaders to develop school and community networks. Five teams participated from GA, NC, VA, PA, and 
MA. In addition, an immersion workshop was held at the Summit Charter School where the entire faculty 
was trained in the best practices of place-based service learning and its application to the AT. A full 
TTEC program is planned for 2015 that will include teachers from some of our nearby urban 
communities. 
 
THANK YOU AT VOLUNTEERS!  Last  year’s  annual  volunteer  report  included  the  highest  number  of  
hours we have ever recorded - 245,548 hours thanks to 5,491 volunteers!  Thank you for all that you do 
to preserve and protect the Appalachian National Scenic Trail! 
  
External Issues  
 
APPA and its partners review multiple plans for projects potentially affecting the AT, either directly or 
indirectly, and at various locations along the entire length of the Trail. These projects consist of 
developments proposed by other federal agencies, developments that require federal regulatory 
oversight, and proposals with state and local government oversight.  APPA participates by providing  
feedback through various public review processes at all levels of government. Project types vary and 
include telecommunications towers, transmission lines, and gas pipelines.  
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Natural gas (NG) and natural gas liquids (NGLs) development is rapidly expanding in the eastern U.S. in 
the Marcellus, Utica and Upper Devonian shale plays.  Many of these pipeline miles will run west to east 
to coastal cities and export facilities. Reaching those coastal locations would often involve crossing the 
Appalachian National Scenic Trail.  Currently there are nine proposals for gas pipelines to cross the A.T. 
Specific park-by-park legislation from Congress is required to allow the NPS to consider granting a right-
of-way on NPS lands. A multi-disciplinary team of key NPS staff from across the country is engaged in 
the issue and a webex was recently presented to ATC staff by  the  NPS’  regional  energy  specialist  to 
brief them on this critical issue. 
 
Other recent proposals that APPA staff are engaged in include a casino resort in Sterling Forest State 
Park in New York and a missile defense site on Department of Defense lands abutting the AT near 
Rangeley, Maine. There are currently five telecommunications tower proposals potentially affecting the 
Trail in PA, NC, and VT. APPA is coordinating with the White Mountain National Forest in New 
Hampshire to provide input on the development of an EIS for the Northern Pass Transmission line 
project, an international hydro-electric project, with federal and state permitting oversight. 
 
Some external developments also require Trail crossings, through existing ROW permits which need to 
be updated or renewed. The following are updates on these: 
 

x PPL/PSEG Susquehanna to Roseland project began construction on September 2, 2013.  A 
short relocation of the Appalachian Trail has been completed which has improved the hiker 
experience. Land acquisition is underway with compensatory mitigation funds.   
 

x An Environmental Assessment is almost complete with the draft FONSI under development for the 
Dooms to Bremo Virginia portion of the Mt. Storm to Doubs transmission line upgrade.  Dominion 
expects to begin construction of this portion of the line in November 2014.  

 
Ranger Activities 
 

x The 2014 hiking season was a very busy one, with incidents of all types reported and responded 
to.  

x Graffiti or tagging incidents remain of particular concern. Those who encounter graffiti should 
work with the appropriate agency partner and ATC regional office on how best to respond.  
Information on reporting incidents can be found at http://www.appalachiantrail.org/hiking/report-
an-incident 

x Norovirus remains a trailwide concern. Again this year, incidents seem most concentrated 
around the southern third of the trail with the largest concentration being as the northbound 
hikers progressed through.  For more information see http://www.appalachiantrail.org/hiking/trail-
updates 
 

Corridor Stewardship Program 
 
The boundary monitoring and maintenance season is in full swing. Please work with your regional ATC 
coordinator to schedule needed trainings and to prioritize and arrange assistance with field work. The AT 
Corridor Stewardship Field Book has been reviewed with hopes of being published in time for the field 
season.   
 
Special Park Uses 
 
There continue to be numerous requests for events and group uses on the AT. Trail management policy 
and agency regulations prohibit these types of events. Management partners are to inform those planning 
such events of the prohibition. APPA is working with ATC and the USFS to develop a balanced approach 
for appropriate uses with consideration of varying agency policies and internal capacity. 
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Agricultural Special Use Permits 
 
APPA has gone through a systematic evaluation of the agricultural special use program and is currently 
updating permits with more complete terms and conditions and incorporating a market value approach for 
the permit fee structure. 
 
Resource Management  

x AT natural resource managers will be meeting in Woodstock, Vermont in November, 2014 to 
discuss program strategies and collaborate on planning for the 2015 field season. 

x Over 4,000 locations of invasive plants were recorded over roughly 400 miles of trail over the past 
two years. This information will continue to be used to prioritize invasive control and restoration 
projects in 2015. 

x Rare Plant Monitoring and Phenology Monitoring workshops will continue to be held in all AT 
regions in 2015.  If any clubs are interested in participating in the workshops, please contact 
Marian Orlousky, John Odell, Josh Kloehn or Casey Reese. 

x From trailwide tick borne disease studies to research focused on the habitat of the New England 
cottontail, APPA continues to receive strong interest from the scientific community in the AT 
mega-transect and utilizing the protected corridor to carryout scientific research. 

 
Trail Assessments & Project Planning 
 
Some of our trail assessment data collection efforts were delayed in FY2014 due to the shutdown of the 
federal government, so our first priority was to complete these remaining sections. We are happy to 
report that as of October 3 those sections are now complete, giving us two full sets of assessment data 
(one from 2004-2008 and one from 2009-2014) for the entire Trail. 
 
Our second priority in 2014 was to look at the entire trail planning process and explore with ATC staff 
where improvements can be made. We have identified three major areas of focus: 1) collect additional 
detail on our trail assets so we can more accurately calculate the value of the trail and its features (this 
will help us to compete for NPS project funds); 2) improve the reporting of trail work that has been 
completed, so we can close out deficiencies that have been addressed and illustrate where trail 
conditions are improving (this will also help us compete for NPS funds); and 3) prioritize projects and 
realign more of our resources to areas with the highest identified needs.  
 
Our current plan is to formulate a series of work groups to address these issues and develop viable 
solutions. It is our hope that we will be ready to begin a more detailed inventory, as well as have an 
improved reporting system in place by 2015, though we recognize this is an ambitious goal.  
 
If you have any feedback on this topic or would like to be involved in one of the working groups, please 
contact Acting APPA Facility Manager Keith Stegall at Keith_Stegall@nps.gov or 304-535-4001. 
 
Maintained Landscape Inventory  
 
In  summer  2013,  APPA  initiated  an  inventory  of  maintained  landscapes  or  “open  areas”  process  to  
determine the best strategy for capturing the information necessary to create site specific maintained 
landscape plans, guide future landscape management decisions, and adequately manage FMSS data 
records.  APPA spent several months collaborating with the NPS’  Olmsted Center of Landscape 
Preservation to develop preliminary steps to begin the inventory process, as well as incorporate 
necessary qualitative and quantitative measures.  Currently, APPA and ATC have inventoried and 
processed information for 150 known maintained landscapes.  This information will be utilized by APPA 
and ATC to create a central inventory, accurately track funding, and develop and prioritize future 
projects. 
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Enjoy the View Initiative 
 
The Appalachian National Scenic Trail has been selected as one of twenty-two units in the National Park 
Service to be part of the Call to Action initiative  entitled  “Enjoy  the  View.”    The  goal  of  this  initiative  is  to  
help protect clean, clear air and spectacular scenery in national park areas now and for future 
generations.  To do this, the National Park Service will lead collaborative efforts in the selected parks, 
creating Viewshed Cooperatives with other federal agencies, tribes and local partners to assess air 
pollutants and preserve treasured viewsheds and natural and cultural resources.  There will be a 3 to 5 
day kick-off workshop in Spring 2015 for the AT, followed by a period of on-the-ground data collection. 
The final outcome will be a report and plan outlining steps to better protect visual resources and air quality 
along the Trail.  APPA GIS Specialist Matt Robinson is the lead for this project and will be collaborating 
with Trail partners in development of the spring workshop.  
 
Large Landscape Scale Conservation Initiative 
 
We continue to engage with other NPS units and partners in the Call to Action initiative  entitled  “Scaling  
Up.”    This initiative promotes large landscape conservation to support healthy ecosystems and cultural 
resources.  The goal is to protect continuous corridors through partnerships and by targeting a portion of 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund to make strategic land acquisitions.   In support of LWCF, APPA 
Superintendent Janssen and ATC Regional Director Morgan Somerville joined Secretary of the Interior 
Sally Jewell and US Senator Richard Burr in North Carolina in early August, along with partners from The 
Conservation Fund, Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy, and the Nature Conservancy on a 
hike from Carvers Gap to Grassy Ridge.  A number of former or current AT LWCF projects were 
highlighted including Rocky Fork and Hump Mountain.  
 
A meeting with Chesapeake Conservation partners was held in early October to discuss land 
conservation strategies in the watershed.  A one-day meeting was held in late August at historic Hudson 
Farm to  discuss  ATC  and  APPA’s  landscape  initiatives.  Issues discussed included:  the need to define 
and map the overall AT landscape, as well as sub-landscapes that include watershed and viewshed 
protection; best practices and lessons learned in the South Mountain Partnership and Kittatinny Ridge 
Coalition; defining success and next steps to be taken by partners.   
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